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[Symposium]
Transition of Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy at our hospital due to medical fee revision in 2018

Kazuyoshi Nishiyama, Yoshiyuki Hyodo
Department of Clinical Engineering Technology, Toyota Kosei Hospital,

[abstract]

The reimbursement for hyperbaric oxygen therapy was revised in 2018, improving a situation that
could have hardly been called optimal. The impact of reimbursement revision on our hospital was
a game-changing event. Before the revision, in 2015 and 2016, the number of treatments at our
hospital had stagnated at around 400 cases/year, and indications for hyperbaric oxygen therapy were
limited to certain departments in our hospital. In addition, the hospital management was considering
withdrawing from HBO services due to the impending equipment replacement. Following the revision,
we conducted a campaign to inform physicians about the evidence-based indications for HBO and the
revision of medical fees, which dramatically increased the number of HBO cases.

In 2021, treatment cases tripled from 428 in 2015 to 1,446. No doubt this was due in part to the revision
of medical fees. However, with the increase in the number of cases came the problem of treatment
outside of office hours, which placed a burden on the staff and the patients who had to stay up late
into the night. Thus, in March 2022, we introduced a second HBO chamber in service. In order to
provide safe and better treatment for the increasing number of cases, we will continue to promote the
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use of HBO, mainly by medical specialists and technicians.

information campaign, HBO treatment volume, multi-chamber units
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