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Proposal for the Japan Decompression Illness Data Bank

Yutaka Kondo

Abstract

Characteristics of decompression illness and the effects of treatment on its outcome are not fully understood.
In Japan, the prevention and treatment of decompression illness vary across the regions and hospitals. DCI
cases are rare and individual entities do not accumulate sufficient experience to establish a good clinical
practice on their own. Therefore, we urgently need the Japan Decompression Illness Data Bank, which
would agglomerate cases from all treating entities and provide sufficient data for evidence-based guidelines.
In the present report, we suggested variables for the database, which include SANDHOG criterion, SOFA
score, mortality, and length of hospital stay. This report also presents justifications for establishing the Japan
Decompression Illness Data Bank.
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