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[Symposium]
Standardized diagnostic criteria needed for national decompression llness registry

Abstract

Registration of DCS cases and diagnostic criteria are under discussion now. When using SANDHOG criteria for
the diagnosis of DCS, one should also consider local factors. The practice of “over-triage” and early treatment,
which is justifiable in Okinawa and possibly other areas with a high incidence of DCS, results with treatments
of some divers presenting isolated post-dive “tingles.” However, a classification of those marginal cases as
DClI is questionable. New, highly sensitive criteria and related guidelines for primary clinicians should minimize
classification variability. Cases diagnosed with new criteria should be submitted to the Registry. After an initial
limited period, the criteria should be verified. The data collected with the refined criteria should be used to
construct a proper treatment strategy.

Regional characteristics, SANDHOG criteria, diagnosis, recompression therapy
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