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abstract

Although the training for clinical engineers in Japan includes hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBOT) as part of their
general training, the curriculum on HBOT is very limited compared to those in the other fields of clinical engineering.
We investigated the current status of the clinical engineers’ educational program on HBOT and the issues related
to this training. A survey was conducted by mailing a questionnaire consisting of 18 items on HBOT to 64 clinical
engineers’ educational facilities in 2015, with a response rate of 33%. For intramural education, lectures were given
two to three times per year at 64% of the facilities, and staff without HBOT experience were in charge of the lectures
at 66% of facilities. Intramural practical training was given at 32% of the facilities, while no practice sessions were
given at 68% of the facilities because of a lack of equipment and staff. Regarding bedside clinical training, while 16%
of the facilities provided all the students with the training, 76% gave the training only to a limited number of students,
and 8% did not provide any students with bedside training. The training period was a half-day at 44%, one day at 48%,
and more than two days at 8% of facilities, respectively. We concluded that there is a great deficiency in both the
quality and quantity of lectures, practical training, and clinical bedside training for HBOT. Major improvements in all
these areas are strongly recommended.
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