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A questionnaire survey on the use of Japanese commercial dive decompression tables
Tomosumi Ikeda

National Defense Medical College Research Institute
(presently at Saitama Medical School and Japan Dive Association)

To assess the view and understanding of the Japanese authorized commercial dive tables which were
promulgated in 1961, questionnaire sheets were mailed in 2003 to 165 dive companies belonging to
Japan Dive Association. Eighty-seven companies (52.7%) responded. Despite that only five companies
(4 %) clearly stated Japanese tables contains an unacceptable high risk, fifty companies (56%)had
adopted extended decompression schedule from the first planning. While eleven companies (13%)
denied the need of revision, 38 companies (43%) thought Japanese tables should be revised and 37
reserved judgment. The low rate of correct answer(26%)to the question of shallowest depth for
possible contract to CNS oxygen convulsion indicates unsatisfactory understandings of diving
technology and physiology in commercial dive communities. The notes mailed accompanied with the
survey complain poor state of their dive activities. These and other results suggest the need for the
revision of dive tables as well as the fundamental review of commercial dive in Japan.

diving, decompression sickness, decompression illness, industrial health and safety
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