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Analysis of the Reason why the Méniére Type of Decompression Sickness is increasing now.
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1) Department of First Surgery, Nippon Medical School
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Recently, the number of patients who suffered from Méniere Type of Decompression Sickness
(DCS) has been increasing. Comparing the percentage of patients who suffered from this sickness
before and after 2000. The former is 60 % and the latter is 20 %. Next , comparing the percentage of
female with male patients, the percentage is similarly higher in females than males before and after
2000.

Furthermore, ageing divers are susceptible to Méniére type of DCS, too. In Meniere type of DCS,
many sessions of Hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO) is necessary. In the cases after 2000, patients
required 3 to 19 sessions. There are no clear differences in the number of sessions of HBO required for
recovery between female and male cases.

In the cases of Méniére type of DCS, patients can't move because of vertigo and lack of equilibrium,
at first.

The problems occur in the midst of therapy. However patients are not completely recovered, they
begin to work because they are afraid to lose their jobs.

Their symptoms get better with HBO, but become worse after working. This is a malignant cycle
and the reason why they must enter the chamber many times. This problem must be settled as soon as
possible.

Decompression Sickness, Méni¢re Type, Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
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Fig.2 Types of DCS and Agegroups of Patients after 2000

Fig.6 Percentages of Patients who suffered from Méniére
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Fig.3 Percentages of Patients who suffered from Méniére
type of DCS prior to 2000

Fig.7 Sessions of HBO Required for Recovery of Méniére
type of DCS prior to 2000
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Fig.4 Percentages of Patients who suffered from
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Fig.8 Sessions of HBO Required for Recovery of Méniére
type of DCS after 2000
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