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How are accidents controlled during hyperbaric oxygen therapy?
Kiyotaka Kohshi'”, Yoshito Mizoguchi”, Junko Toyonaga”, Chitoshi Kadoya", Masayuki Shimokobe”
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Hyperbaric oxygen (HBO) therapy has been applied to treat many patients diagnosed with emergent or
serious diseases. However, using this method, accidents have been repeatedly induced during and after
HBO treatment. Accidents involving vital organs like the lung, heart and brain have been serious in
some cases. In addition, many medical machines don't normally operate under hyperbaric environ-
ment. The most important point to protect from these accidents is to recognize that HBO therapy is an
emergent, intensive care medicine under specific condition, such as closed- and high-pressure
environments. Hyperbaric medical doctors and technicians should have some specific knowledge and
techniques about the treatment.
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