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Internet Communications on the Private Web Site of Diving Medicine in Japan
—Access Rate and Emails from February 1999 through December 2001 —

Tomosumi Ikeda
Division of Environmental Medicine, National Defense Medical College Research Institute

The response to the private web site on diving medicine in Japanese was described. The net count of
access from its opening on the 1st Feb 1999 through the end of December 2001 (35 months) was
40365, resulting in 1000 to 2000 accesses per month with increased number in summer season. The
number of emails sent to the site was 202 (5.8 emails per month) . The main motivations were to
increase knowledge (28%) , to seek reasonable medical care (28%) , and to inquire about fitness to
dive (23%) . The main subjects of emails were in order on decompression, ear/nose, and respiratory
system. Gender distribution male/female was 2:1 in total but yielding almost 1:1 in younger
generation. Most of emails were sent from city areas, with more than half from Kanto district where
metropolitan area was included. The numbers of mailers for main occupation were in order 28 full-
time diving-related workers as dive shop managers and instructors, and 25 medical staffs including 12
physicians.
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