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Air Transportation of Patients with Decom-
pression Illness

Kazuhiro Arikawa *
* Department of Emergency Medicine, Kagoshima
University Hospital

Decompression illness is caused by a rapid reduction
of environmental pressure. In an aircraft, a lower pres-
sure than that at sea level will worsen the illness. It is
important to be aware of the problems experienced in
the lower pressure environment, such as a decreased
partial pressure of oxygen at high altitudes, increased
gas volume and dry environment. We should also be
conversant with the medical Instruments that can be
used in an aircraft.
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