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The effect of HBO for healing of stung or bit
wound by marine animals.
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Many dangerous marine animals are living in sub-
tropical reef around Okinawa islands. Some stung or
bit wound by them are delayed to heal owing to effect of
their toxin. Especially envenomation of Habu jellyfish,
Chiropsalmus quadrigatus and Umbachi sea anemone,
Phyllodiscus semoni show various manifestations such
as skin ulcer, soft tissue necrosis, spasm of vessels,
sensory nerve disorders and anaphylactic shock. 105
patients who were stung or bit by marine animals have
been treated in our unit between June, 1998 and May,
2000. Among them, 42 patients were treated with
HBO (Hyperbaric oxygen therapy). All patients were

under 2.8 ATA, 60 min, 30 min's decompression with
1-35 treatments depending on their wound condition.
The indication of HBO are 1. Strong inflammation,
edema and soft tissue swelling, 2. Blister or skin ulcer,
3. Soft tissue necrosis caused by disorder of peripheral
circulation, 4. delayed wounds healing. One patients
couuld not continued HBO because of ear and sinus
problem, but another 41 patients showed good healing
with HBO.
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