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Studies of Decompression Sickness on the Treat-
ment of Kawashima Orthopedic Hospital
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A clinical study was performed on 223 cases of
decompression sickness (DCS) in divers, from
1981 to 1995, in Kawashima Orthopedic Hospital.
Their average age was 32.5 years old. Diving
equipment comprised of helmet 27 (12.1%), scuba
183 (82.0%), hookah 12 (5.4%), and other 1
(0.5%).

A symptomatological classification of DCS was
as follows:limb bends 171 (76.7%), spinal cord
injury 21 (9.4%), cerebral injury 17 (7.6%),
chokes 9 (4.0%), Meniere’s 4 (1.8%), and skin
bends 1 (0.5%).
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Latent time of symtom was as follows: 133
(59.7%) cases were under 30 minutes, 19 cases
(8.5%) were 30-59 minutes, 14 cases (6.3%) were
60-119 minutes, 9 cases each (4.0%) were 120-179
minutes, 180-299 minutes, and more than 300 min-
utes.

Result of treatment were as follows: good 208
(93.3%), fair 13 (5.8%) and failure 2 (0.9%).

Diving profiles of these divers were investigat-
ed.
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