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The Historical Perspective of Hyperbaric Medi-
cine : What Should We Learn from This Vicis-
situdinous Chronicle ?

Kinsaku Sakakibara, M.D., Ph.D.

Honorary Professor, University of Nagoya.
The Chairman of the Board of Directors,
the Japanese Society for Hyperbaric Medicine.

A brief history of hyperbaric medicine was
summarized. It seems the most prominent feature
of the history of the medical application of hyper-
baric environment that the enthusiastic expecta-
tion and miserable dispair have been repeated

" each other just as a spectacular during last more
than three hundred years.

Our scientific interest makes it important that
the reasons for the desperate failures in the past
should be understood so that our clinical activ-
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ities may be reinforced and the methods of this
treatment placed on a sound scientific and clini-
cal basis.

The most informative lesson of the history of
hyperbaric therapy is obviously clear-cut. Only
when this therapeutic means would be employed
on a firm basis of accurate physiological data on
the effects of pressure and oxygen accumulated
and confirmed by fundamental experiments in
various fields of natural science, hyperbaric oxy-
gen therapy will be able to achieve a worthwhile
and lasting place in the wide-spread areas of the
clinical medicine. (author’s abstruct.)
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