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Problems in diving duties in Japan Maritime Self Defense Force

Hideharu Domoto

Medical Planning Division, Maritime Staff Office, Japan Defense Agency
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Self Defense Fleet

Yokosuka District (EOD) Fleet Escort Force (SCUBA)

Kure District (EOD) Fleet Air Force

Maizuru District (EOD) Fleet Submarine Force (SCUBA, Sat)
Sasebo District (EOD) Mine Sweeper Flotilla (EOD)

Ominato District (EOD) Others

Air Training Group

Training Squadron

T EasssssansasssEsssssssssEssEEsEansEan L
Undersea Medical Center (SCUBA, Sat) 2
1% Service School H

----------------------------------------

® 1 Organization of JMSDF

SCUBA Divers (7 wks)
Surface Ship, Submarine
hull inspection, simple underwater work

U

Surface Supplied Divers (14 wks
Surface Ship, Submarine Rescue Ship
surface diving and semi-closed diving apparatus

d U

EOD Divers (12 wks Saturation Divers (15 wks,
EOD team Submarine Rescue Ships
Mine Sweepers Undersea Medical Center

2 Divers' developing courses
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%1 Manning level for diving operation
Minimum for air SCUBA diving

Types No Responsibility Requirement
.. . .. . Diving
Diving supervisor | 1 In charge of actual diving operation .
supervisor
Divers 2 | To conduct diving duties with buddy diver SCUBA
Tender o The surface member of the diving team who
works closely with the diver on the bottom
Standby Diver 1 Back-up or to provide emergency assistance SCUBA

for the divers

Comms and Logs | 1 Fill out the diving log for the operation
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% 2 Differences between JMSDF and recreational diving

JMSDF diving

Recreational diving

Certification
(license)

-Judged by physical exam and fitness test
+Periodic physical examination required

» Available for all
-Certification lasts once provided

During Education
and training

- Strict observation of the diving manual
- Strict divers’ development
Regular education and training

~Maintenance of diving techniques
depending on personal discretion

During dive
planning

* Appropriate dive planning and evaluation

*Management training when encountering
the diving accidents

*Empiric diving planning
Heavily relying on diving
computer

During actual

*Pre and post dive physical check by diving

.2, medical technician
diving

*Overall diving operation for the safety

*Personal physical check

When accident
happens
officer

*Standby the nearby chamber whenever
dive operation is conducted

*Close collaboration with diving medical

*Inconsistent support provided
by civilian medical facilities
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