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The present condition of hyperbaric treatment
in Chiba prefecture
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Hyperbaric treatment (HBO) has been devel-

oped for the patients with caison disease in
recovering of the iron resources in the sea after
World War II.

In 1953, Saito Rosai Hospital set the fecompres-
sion chamber for the first time in Chiba prefec-
ture by the order from the Labor Standards
Bureau.
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After HBO was reported to be useful in the
treatment of carbon monoxide poisoning and
peripheral circulation disorder, 16 hospitals set
the HBO chamber totally.

However, according to the increase of number
of hospitals that have HBO chambers, the impor-
tance of safety management of HBO were recog-
nized.

Actually, three fire accidents in HBO chamber
occured and six patients were lost till 1989 in
Japan.

Then, the safety management rules for HBO
treatment were revised to prevent all accidents
including fire ones in HBO chambers in 1991 by
the safety management committee in Japanese
society for Hyperbaric Medicine.

To investigate the present condition of HBO
from the point of safety management, the
opinionaire investigation was done to 16 hospitals
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in Chiba.

The results from 13 hospitals (answer rate; 81.
3%) showed that each hospital set the original
safety rule in the from of modified previous
safety rule and only three out of nine hospitals
obeyed the revised safety management rules. It
was concluded that each hospital should keep the
new safety management rule revised by Japanese
Society for Hyperbaric Medicine.
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